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John 18.28 – 19.16






Two Beasts
Lord God Ordained: 3 Institutions of Rule in World > Church, State, Family 
In Best Moments > Church, State, Family > God’s Servants for God’s Glory
Apparently HELPLESS VICTIM > Before 2 Great Powers: Church & State

Jesus > 6 Trials > 3 Church & 3 State > SYSTEMS the BEST POSSIBLE 

JEWISH Law > Most HUMANE & COMPASSIONATE Law Ever Devised

ROMAN Law > Most JUST & Orderly: Basis of LAW, Many Lands Today

Jesus was arraigned in one day, in one city, before the sovereign courts of the universe; before the Sanhedrin, the supreme tribunal of a divinely commissioned race; before the court of the Roman Empire that determined the legal and political rights of men throughout the known world. The Nazarene stood charged with blasphemy and treason against the enthroned monarchs represented by these courts; blasphemy against Jehovah who, from the lightning-lit summit of Sinai, proclaimed his laws to mankind; treason against Caesar, enthroned and uttering his will to the world amidst the pomp and splendor of Rome. History records no other instance of a trial conducted before both the courts of Heaven and earth; the court of God and the court of man; under the law of Israel and the law of Rome; before Caiphas and Pilate, as the representatives of these courts and administrators of these laws.




Walter Chandler 
At BEST > State, Church, Family > God’s Instruments of Justice & Blessing

At Worst > Devil’s Tools scourge God’s World > Thwart God’s Purpose 
Same Apostle John 40+ yrs Later > Prison, Enemy of State & Jewish Church Revelation: Church & State at WORST, HIDEOUS BEASTS, Enemies of Christ

Revelation 13 > Beast from the Sea, Beast out of Earth > Twin Terrors

The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months. He opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place and those who live in heaven. He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. 
Revelation 13.5-7

John 18/19 > Church & State > God’s Servants united to Slay God’s Son 

What turns God-Ordained Institutions from tools of Blessing to BEASTS? 

1. Corrupt Church         2. Compromising State         3. Courageous Lord 

1. Corrupt Church: Hypocrisy
a. Clean - Religious Leaders made PLAN to Kill Jesus Months Earlier 
For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him…
John 5.18

…the Jews there were waiting to take his life



John 7.1

Jesus to Jews: ‘…you are determined to kill me, a man who has told you the truth’



 







John 8.40

Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?








John 7.19

POSSESSING the Law > No GUARANTEE of HOLINESS

LAW Summarized in ONE WORD > LOVE / MURDEROUS LAW-KEEPERS

INTENTION CLEAR: Came to PILATE for ONE REASON > Not a Social Call 

DIRTY Deed to Accomplish, Want to STAY CLEAN, Not DEFILED by Gentile 

18.28,29 The Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to them
John’s HISTORICAL Narrative: DRIPPING with IRONY > Exposes Hypocrisy 

                   Hypocrisy – ‘Clean’ on the Outside, Corrupt on the Inside 
So they marched along the little path of their own regulations. When it was necessary they stepped out just enough to murder God. Then they stepped back in and went on with their own formalism. 



James Boice

19.11 Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.

JUDAS is Out of Picture > Jesus refers to CAIAPHAS Jewish High Priest 

GREATER Knowledge of God’s Word > GREATER GUILT to Ignore HIM
We have SECOND WITNESS > New Testament > COMPLETE MESSAGE! 

b. Crime > What crime had Jesus Committed?? 

19.7 The Jews insisted, "We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God."

…anyone who blasphemes the name of the LORD must be put to death. The entire assembly must stone him. Whether an alien or native-born, when he blasphemes the Name, he must be put to death. 

Leviticus 24.16

There were THREE Specific CLAIMS of Christ they Based CHARGES ON…

Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas, the high priest…The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death…Finally two came forward and declared, "This fellow said, 'I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.'"…The high priest said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven." Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?" "He is worthy of death," they answered. 
Matthew 26.57-66

1. Claimed to be God

2. Claimed He would Rise from Death in Three Days

3. Claimed He would Return as Judge

ONE has been CLEARLY PROVEN to WORLD Already >> HE IS ALIVE! 

Paul to Athenians: “For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead”
Acts 17.31 > I HOPE ALL Ready for THAT DAY!
c. Caesar

19.15 they (the Jews) shouted, "Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!" "Shall I crucify your king?" Pilate asked. "We have no king but Caesar," the chief priests answered.

TRAGIC VERSE > 100’s of OT Prophecies and Predictions of MESSIAH 

Man in THEIR PRESENCE Fulfilled them ALL > BLINDED, STUBBORN 
God-less GENTILE GOVERNOR, History Describes as EVIL & MURDEROUS

EVEN HE DECLARES THREE Times > Jesus is INNOCENT 
Leaders of HEBREW Church > STOP at NOTHING > See Jesus KILLED

CENTURIES Before > Israel REJECTED God’s Kingship and Demanded SAUL 

They (Israel) said, "Give us a king to lead us," this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD.  And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. 








1 Samuel 8.6-7
NOW HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF > God INCARNATE Before Them 

DISDAINED the FATHER > Now they will DESTROY the SON 

NO GOD, No Mercy, No Blessings, No Restraint upon EVIL > NO HOPE! 

Eventually the Jews revolted, and they were crushed by Caesar and their temple was razed, while even as John writes the kingship of the crucified Messiah is running from strength to strength. 




D.A. Carson

2. Compromising State: Expediency

a. Conspires  > No SOCIAL BANTER / Wee Hours of Spring Morn

18.29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, "What charges are you bringing against this man?" 

OPENING Words of OFFICIAL PROCEEDING > Roman Law in Action

QUICKLY Finalize their PLAN > Pilate get back to WARM BED 
PLAN MADE EARLIER > Pilate Dispatched Roman Troops to Arrest JESUS

PILATE lobbed SOFTBALL to Jewish Leaders to Slam Jesus on Cross

BUT they Swung and MISSED Big Time….

ONE FLAW in EVIL PLAN > Blasphemy NOT Roman Capital Offense

Plenty of KOOKS in Rome CALLING THEMSELVES gods > No Problem
18.30,31 "If he were not a criminal," they replied, "we would not have handed him over to you." Pilate said, "Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law." "But we have no right to execute anyone," the Jews objected.

PILATE Asserts his FRUSTRATION and DOMINANCE over these JEWS

All the JEWS want is PILATE’S KILLING MACHINE

b. Capitulates > Pilate hears the Jew’s Charge of KING > Becomes AFRAID
18.33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" 

THIS Get’s PILATES Attention > 

1. Punishable – ‘Terroristic Threat’ to Caesar’s Rule > Caesar is LORD

2. Pilate would be Punished – Allowed Insurrection, Loose Job, Maybe Life 

Jesus answer > Religious GOBBLDY-GOOK > Pilate NOT Follow or Care

18.35 "Am I a Jew?" Pilate replied. "It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?" 

What Ever his MUMBO-JUMBO Kingdom Is > NO THREAT to ROME 

Three times Pilate DECREES that Jesus is INNOCENT 
18. 38 "I find no basis for a charge against him.”

19.4 “…I find no basis for a charge against him." 

19.6 “As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him." 

THUS Pilate makes THREE ATTEMPTS to Set Jesus Free: 

18.39,40 It is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release 'the king of the Jews'?" They shouted back, "No, not him! Give us Barabbas!"
Barabbas was going to burn them out. Barabbas was going to kill them. Why would they want Barabbas? It’s very simple. If you let Barabbas go, and he starts another disturbance or another riot, you can always call out the National Guard, the federal troops or the Marines to put his thing down. All you have to do is push a few tanks into his neighborhood and you can squash whatever he’s up to…But the question is: how do you stop Jesus? How do you stop a Man who has no guns, no tanks, no ammunition, but is still shaking the whole Roman empire? How do you stop a Man, who – without firing a shot – is getting revolutionary results?... Barabbas would exploit you, but he wouldn’t ask to run your life. Jesus would ask to run your life. And that’s the problem.   
Tom Skinner 

19.1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. > HOPED for Sympathy

19.6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, "Crucify! Crucify!" 

Third Attempt to RELEASE JESUS > Recorded in SYNOPTIC Gospels

When Pilate learned that Jesus was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see him…he hoped to see him perform some miracle. He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. That day Herod and Pilate became friends - before this they had been enemies. 










Luke 23.6-12

c. Compromises > Unfortunately for Pilate > Still had to ACT 
Three Attempts > OTHER PEOPLE or Circumstances MAKE DECISION 

3 FAILURES > NOW He Must TAKE a STAND > Make a CHOICE 

NEVER IMAGINED > Rudely Awakened in Very Early MORNING

Biggest Decision of CAREER – Entire LIFE > ETERNAL Consequences

SACRIFICED His PRINCIPLES > for POSITION, POWER, ‘The Polls’ 

Pilate learned TRUTH > Impossible to be NEUTRAL About Jesus

Either your FOR or AGAINST > Either HE LIVES or DIES

19.6 Pilate handed him over to be crucified.
Made SHOW of WASHING HANDS > GUILT REMAINS Unwashed

Christians who lived in NAZI GERMANY > Frontal Attack to their Faith

Devilish STATE > Increasingly Anti-Christian, Anti-Human POLICIES 

GERMAN CITIZENS > No Dealings with Jews: Trade, Help, Friendship

One German Pastor who REFUSED > Preached AGAINST Evil in STATE

Martin NIEMOELLER > Thrown into Prison for SPEAKING OPENLY


Was Visited by Fellow Pastor: ‘WHY are you IN PRISON?’

NIEMOELLER > Why are you NOT in Prison??

3. Courageous Lord: Consistency
a. Suffering 
19.1-3 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe and went up to him again and again, saying, "Hail, king of the Jews!" And they struck him in the face. 

SUFFERING SERVANT described 700 Years before by ISAIAH

I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting. Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced.


Isaiah 50.6,7

NOT YET FLOGGING Depicted in Mel Gibson’s ‘The Passion of the Christ’ 

ROMAN LAW > Three Levels of Flogging 

Fustigatio > Light beating, less severe offenses, hooligans + Verbal Warning

Flagellatio > Brutal Flogging for More Serious Crimes 

Verberatio > Terrible Scourging with Whip fitted with Stones and Nails

Scourging often Exposed your Bones and Entrails > Many Died from This 

Jesus received this LATER > HERE 1st or 2nd Level of Flogging > VISIBLE 

19.4,5 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him."  When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!" 

BEATEN, BLOODIED, DISFIGURED: Pilate tried EVOKE SYMPATHY 

‘Why are you afraid of him?! WEAK, POWERLESS, VICTIM??! 
His SUFFERING > Fails to MOVE THEM > Agenda DECIDED Already

19.6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, "Crucify! Crucify!" 

TOO BUSY to REALLY LOOK > NO TIME for Suffering Son of God 

Busy Street in Downtown Chicago – Episcopal Church w/ Crucifix on Wall  1000’s Pass By it DAILY > Only God knows How Many REALLY SEE? 

Is it nothing to you, all who pass by? Look around and see. Is any suffering like my suffering that was inflicted on me, that the Lord brought on me in the day of his fierce anger?





Lamentations 1.12

b. Sovereign
def. FINAL AUTHORITY, ULTIMATE CONTROL > Outrageous Claim!? 
Jesus APPEARS a HELPLESS PAWN of Greater Powers of Church & State

1) Over the Church

18.31,32 "But we have no right to execute anyone," the Jews objected. This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death he was going to die would be fulfilled. 

Technically > Power of EXECUTION was Sole Possession of ROME 

Months later > Incited Mob to STONE Stephen in Temple in Jerusalem 

Church Leaders wanted Jesus CRUCIFIED > Nailed to a TREE

Want to GET RID of Him & TARNISH His MEMORY FOREVER
If a man guilty of a capital offense is put to death and his body is hung on a tree, you must not leave his body on the tree overnight. Be sure to bury him that same day, because anyone who is hung on a tree is under God's curse. 

Deuteronomy 21.22-23

A ‘crucified Messiah’ was about as likely as a square circle.    Bruce Milne
SAUL of TARSUS > Killed FOLLOWERS of Jesus > False MESSIAH 

Until GOD REVEALED to Him > True Meaning of CURSE of the CROSS 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree."         Galatians 3.13

2) Over the State

a) Kingdom 

18.36,37 Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place." "You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." 

SOUNDED like MUMBO-JUMBO to Pilate > Meaning of KINGDOM??
KINGDOM Word Rarely used in JOHN > Often MISUNDERSTOOD
TERRITORY > Maps, Borders, Disputes

TAXES > Fund the Gov’t, Army, Public Works > Bureaucrats

TROPHIES > Uniforms, Medals, Flags, Seals, Stamps, Offices, Limousines 

Negative: "My kingdom is not of this world” 

No TERRITORY, TAXES, TROPHIES > Some Despise BARREN Church  

Want to Dress Priests in ROBES and Hold Services in CATHEDRALS 

IF Kingdom were OF this World > FAITH would be ANCIENT HISTORY
Learn about JESUS from MUSEUMS > Not Living, Growing Churches
IF of this World > One PLACE, PEOPLE / NOT GLOBAL, GROWING 

KINGDOM is OVER this WORLD > TRANSFORMING World > Hearts 

Positive: "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." 

Christ > ‘born’ = Humanity / ‘came into world’ = Preexistence / Deity 
TRUTH > 50 times in JOHN > Jesus says, ‘I tell you THE TRUTH’ 

The Word became flesh…full of grace and truth. 


John 1.14

Jesus: "I am…the truth…






John 14.6

OBJECTIVE TRUTH > Embodied in a PERSON > Recorded in a BOOK 

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 


John 17.17

Both the Jewish accusers and the Roman judges are actors in a drama scripted by a divine planner. 






Raymond Brown 

Sovereign God  > Takes Worst Man gives and turns it to
GOD’S Best for the Good of Man and the Glory of God

JESUS was a FREE MAN – even in Judgment – His God is Sovereign

From the moment you go to prison you must put your cozy past firmly behind you. At the very threshold, you must say to yourself: ‘My life is over, a little too early to be sure, but there’s nothing to be done about it. I shall never return to freedom. I am condemned to die – now or a little later. But later on, in truth, it will be even harder, so the sooner the better. I no longer have any property whatsoever. For me those I love have died, and for them I have died. From today on, my body is useless and alien to me. Only my spirit and conscience remain precious to me. Confronted by such a prisoner, the interrogator will tremble. Only the man who has renounced everything can win that victory. 










Aleksandr I. Solzhenitsyn

b) Authority

19.10-11 Pilate said. "Don't you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?" Jesus answered, "You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.” 
28 Years Ago FIRST time I preached on this Passage > > Conference Explo ’85

Makerere Univ, Kampala, Uganda > CIVIL WAR > 20+ Rag-tag Armies
Drove 300 Miles from Home to Kampala > thru 300 Road Blocks
Boy Soldiers with Bazookas pointing them in MY FACE

Bazookas and Machine Guns > Lots of Power, but NO AUTHORITY

Other Speaker at Conf. > Ugandan Pastor John Wilson > Oil Exec, Pastor

Driving Home from Conf. > Wife and Mother in Car > Soldier Stopped

John got out Handed Him Car Keys > Soldier Shot John DEAD

ROBBERS GUN > Lots of POWER but NO AUTHORITY

Powerless JESUS holds All Authority > Soon Take up RIGHTEOUS RULE

As RISEN LORD JESUS will soon DECLARE 

"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  Matthew 28.18

c. Sinless

According to JOHN’S CHRONOLGY of Events > Hours Jesus was Dying

SAME TIME the PASSOVER LAMB’S were being SLAIN in Jerusalem

He was sentenced to be slaughtered just as the slaughter of the lambs began. 











D.A. Carson

MOSES gave CLEAR INSTRUCTION about Passover Lambs to ISRAEL 

The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect…
Exodus 12.5

The EXECUTIVE OFFICER over HIS EXECUTION Confessed 3 Times…

18. 38 "I find no basis for a charge against him.”

19.4 “…I find no basis for a charge against him." 

19.6 “As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him." 

One of HIS SOLDIERS who WATCHED Him DIE…

The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, "Surely this was a righteous man." 






Luke 23.47

Jesus the SINLESS ONE truly QUALIFIES to be our PASSOVER LAMB

"Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”     John 1.29

d. Substitute 

Barabbas ONLY MAN in World could Say > Jesus took PHYSICAL Cross

ONLY Speculate Whether He was GRATEFUL or Came to UNDERSTAND

Many Around WORLD, in ROOM > Jesus took MY CROSS Spiritually

His was My Death / My Punishment / My Judgment > FOR MY SINS

NOT JUST the Enormity of PHYSICAL Agony > Endured MY HELL

The VERY WRATH of GOD > Which I Deserve > Suffered for ME! 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.



2 Corinthians 5.21

JOHN describes World > DARK, LYING, GODLESS, REBELLIOUS, DYING 

ASIAN Proverb > NAIL that STANDS up STRAIGHT just asking POUNDED! 

Jesus stood STRAIGHT as an ARROW that Night – Pounded w/ NO MERCY

Sense in POOR and IMPERFECT Way WE Now Represent HIM in this World 

THIEF – Comes to KILL, STEAL, DESTROY – Attacks areas of LIFE 

World SUICIDE Bombs – MASS Shootings – END Life even before BEGINS 

Battleground > GOD is LIFE GIVER – Protect from FIRST to FINAL Breath

Battleground > SEX – Where Life Begins – MARRIAGE, 1 Man / Woman LIFE

World LIFE and SEX – Cheap, Easy, Selfish, Godless > ABUSE, DISTORTION 

YOUR Life is so PRECIOUS > Jesus DIED for YOU

YOUR SIN so HORRIBLE > Jesus DIED for YOU

Your DEATH is so CERTAIN > Jesus DIED for YOU

Your HELL is so ETERNALLY AGONIZING > Jesus DIED for YOU

In the sight of…Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you to keep this command without spot or blame










1 Timothy 6.13-14
CHRISTIAN – Little Christ – Christ FOLLOWER > DISCIPLE 

SERIOUS Follower > Also MUST Take YOUR Stand FOR Him, WITH Him 

MAYBE before COURTS – Governments – Religious > SOCIAL PRESSURE

Your FAITHFUL TESTIMONY of Him is so Necessary > Jesus DIED for YOU
**************
John 18:28-19:16
28 Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, "What charges are you bringing against this man?" 

30 "If he were not a criminal," they replied, "we would not have handed him over to you." 31 Pilate said, "Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law." 

"But we have no right to execute anyone," the Jews objected. 32 This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death he was going to die would be fulfilled. 33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" 34 "Is that your own idea," Jesus asked, "or did others talk to you about me?" 35 "Am I a Jew?" Pilate replied. "It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?" 36 Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place." 37 "You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." 38 "What is truth?" Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, "I find no basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release 'the king of the Jews'?" 40 They shouted back, "No, not him! Give us Barabbas!" Now Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion. 19:1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again and again, saying, "Hail, king of the Jews!" And they struck him in the face. 4 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him." 5 When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!" 6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, "Crucify! Crucify!" But Pilate answered, "You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him."  7 The Jews insisted, "We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God." 8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9 and he went back inside the palace. "Where do you come from?" he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 "Do you refuse to speak to me?" Pilate said. "Don't you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?" 11 Jesus answered, "You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin." 12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, "If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar." 13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge's seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour. "Here is your king," Pilate said to the Jews. 15 But they shouted, "Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!" "Shall I crucify your king?" Pilate asked. "We have no king but Caesar," the chief priests answered. 16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 
1. Why do you think the Apostle’s Creed includes the phrase “suffered under Pontius Pilate?” What does this mean for the Gospel? 

2. John presents a number of strong contrasts here: King Jesus and Governor Pilate - Kingdom of God and “this world” – Darkness and Light – the accused Barabbas and Jesus. Can you steer through this jumble of charges and emotions? How does this relate to your walk with Jesus in the world today? 
3. How does Jesus keep his “cool” on this night? Yes, He is God – but fully man too! What can you learn from him on this worst night of his life? 

4. Pull back from this night almost 2000 years ago and consider how many, many millions – in every nation – now follow Him today. Interpret the charges made against Him that night with the favorable verdict so many have made for Him since.  

